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ECONOMY WATCH

Thursday June 15, 2017

PAAPAM shocked on proposal
to shut EDB

STAFF REPORTER

[sLAMABAD

Chairman  PAAPAM  Mashood
Khan Sad, 15 shocked on learning
the news of dishandment of Engi-
neering Development Board (EDB),
as reported in the news media, Ap-
parently, this decision was taken al
a high-level meeting in the abzence
of anv stakeholders from the engi-
neering industiry

To dismantle an nstitution,
which has been instrumental in pro-
moting the engineering sector and
spearheading the acceleration of
localization, on charges that are not
fully substantiated nor verilied
through a svstematic audit, would
be a travestv of justice and fair play.

EDB was established to oversee
multiple areas related to the engi-
neering seclor. An important area
where EDB has contributed the
most is the Automoebile Sector. It
oversees the implementation of the
Auto Policy, based on predefined
policy document guidelines.

It supports the vendor industrv
bv handling various SRO’s. bv as-
suring local content enhancement
and curtailment of rollback, based
on the government’s policy guide-

lines. Based on the mternal dynam-
Ics, managing the engineering in-
dustry., and particularly the Auto
Sector.is complex work and re-
quires great degree of expertise and
experience.

This strength of decision mak-
ing and control in EDB evolves
from its strong goverming bodies,
i.g. the Board of Directors and more
g0 from AIDC, the Auto industry
Development Committee. where
joint decisions are drawn from wide
representations of government ex-
perts and Industry specialists from
all the hi-tech engineering sectors.

Unfortunately, during the last
lwo vears tenure of the oulgoing
CEOQ EDB, the above strength of
EDB was totallv eroded by this spe-
cific individual, due to his mcom-
petency. inadequacy and malfea-
sance. His maladministration ex-
ceeded all limits, as he bypassed the
apex body, AIDC, and assumed dic-
tatorial powers.

The current problems of EDB
therefore does not lie with the in-
stitution; rather the blame falls
squarely on the shoulders of the
then head of this institution. All
credit to the government that it did
not renew the contract of the then
CEQ of EDB. The next right thing

to do should be the appointment of
the right person for I.[]us vacant po-
sition of CEOQ EDB.

Closure and shifting the respon-
sihility of EDB, will derail the engi-
neering industry, specially the auto
sector. will lead to inefficiency in
the government. and lack of exper-
tise would Turther compheate the
siluation, leading to stoppage of in-
vestmenls in Aulo Seclor, espe-
ciallv the Vending Sector.

Mashood Khan Chairman
PAAPAM strongly recommends
that proposal of disbandment of
EDB zhould be taken back immedi-
alelv. To improve the situation, a
professional CEQ EDB should be
appointed, based on capability 1o
handle such an organization. Pow-
ers of AIDC should be revived and
formalized. to ensure a strong sys-
tem of checks and balances on all
EDB ongoing issues

Mashood Khan Chairman
PAAPAM. as the authorized repre-
sentative of the auto paris manu-
facturers of Pakistan, assures the
Prime Mimister of its full support
and cooperation in this mnitiative,
and we will plav our due role in en-
suring that the government
achieves its goal of rgjuvenating
EDE.



Say the board supports the vendor
industry by assuring local content

enhancement

By Our Staff Reporter

KARACHI: Auto vendors have expressed con-
nt is planning

cerns over reports that the governme
ment Board

to disband the Engineering Develop
motive Parts

(EDB).
'he Pakistan Association of Auto
d the
hold-

nnd_ .icces::uries Manufacturers (Paapam) sdl
decision was taken in a meeting in which stake
ted.
the

ers from the engineering industry were not invi
Paapam chairman Mashood Ali Khan said

EDB was established to oversee multiple areas

related to the engineering sector.
“An important area where the EDB has contrib-

uted is the automobile sector. It oversees the imple-

mentation of the Auto Policy and supports the ven-

dor industry by assuring local content enhance-
ing the

ment,” he explained.
“Based on the internal dynamics, manag

try requires great degree O
ence. This strength of decision

making flows from strong governing bodies includ-

ing the Board of Directors and Auto Industry
(AIDC) where wide repre-

Development Committee
sentations of government and industry specialists
ision,” he added.

pool input to draw collective dec
Unfortunately, in the last two years in the tenure

of the outgoing CEO EDB, the strength of the board
was eroded.” Mr Khan said.
verse the proposal

He urged the government to re
A dichandment of EDB and stressed that a profes-

engineering indus
expertise and experi
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